The kingdom of Ugarit possessed many prerequisites for an extraordinary economic upsurge: a vast, fertile, and thickly settled territory producing grain, oil, wine, wool, flax, and valuable kinds of lumber; a long sea-coast with at least three ports,3 not counting the harbor of Ugarit itself; and a most advantageous geographical situation at the commercial crossroads of the ancient world. Ugarit was a thriving industrial center, manufacturing and exporting fabrics and garments of wool and linen, which were dyed in various shades of expensive purple, as well as in more popularly priced madder;` its artists excelled in producing ornamented vessels of bronze and gold; and its swordsmiths supplied Egypt with long bronze swords inscribed with the cartouches of the reigning Pharaoh.5 Ugaritic merchant ships carried the highly valued Mycenaean ceramics from Kaphtor to their home city,6 and made it possible to distribute them all over Syria. They traveled all along the shore, visiting the cities of Phoenicia, Palestine, and Egypt,' as well as the neighboring island of Alashia-Cyprus. On land, Ugaritic caravans reached the heart of Anatolia.8 Large groups of merchants from Egypt, Assyria, Alashia, the Cilician city of Ura, Beirut, Ashdod, and other places came to Ugarit, or established emporia and enclaves there. The enormous dimensions of the Ugaritic royal palace bear witness to the vast resources of the kingdom.9
High material prosperity was paralleled by a remarkably flourishing cultural life. In addition to the unique lot of West Semitic literary texts dating from the Amarna Age, unearthed during the first campaigns at Ras Shamra, more recent excavations of this seemingly inexhaustible site have revealed a great number of new religious and mythological tablets in the Ugaritic language. Even from the scanty information disclosed so far by Virolleaud, Nougayrol, and Schaeffer, it appears that the publication of these texts will open a new chapter in the study of Ugaritic literature. According to the latest discoveries, not only palaces and temples, but even private houses contained collections of literary, scholarly, and lexicographical tablets in Ugaritic, Akkadian, and occasionally in Hurrian.'o National and ethnic problems evidently did not trouble Ugarit. Its West Semitic and Hurrian inhabitants were completely integrated within the realm's social structure. The felicitous feature of polytheistic religions -their aptitude for syncretism and absorptionprecluded any religious discord. Canaanite, Sumero-Akkadian, and Hurrian deities figure peacefully together on lists of offerings.
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Most, if not all, of the newly discovered texts belong to the late thirteenth century. Ugaritic intellectuals proudly looked back at the century-old history of their city, and one of them inscribed the reverse side of a mythological text with a list of all the Ugaritic kings going back to the early second millennium.11 The last entry, judging by the context, was the name of Ammurapi ('mrpi)--and he actually was to be the last king of Ugarit. It was under this Ammurapi that the city of Ugarit was so completely destroyed that it was never rebuilt, but was abandoned and forgotten for more than thirty-one centuries. It is common doctrine that any civilization must pass through the stages of rise, crest, and decline, before suffering its ultimate fall; but such a scheme does not apply to Ugarit. No decay whatsoever, either material or spiritual, can be observed in Ugarit on the eve of its destruction. The city fell at the height of its vitality, suddenly, as the result of a terrible catastrophe-the more terrible because it was not a natural disaster, but was wrought by human hands, the more colossal because Ugarit shared its doom with Hattushash, Tarsus, Carchemish, Alalah, Qatna, Qadesh, Hazor, Lachish, and many other ancient cities. Stratigraphical data prove that the Late Bronze Age in Syria and Anatolia came to an end in a single historical catastrophe, and the identity of its authors is established by the records of Pharaoh Ramses III. We still follow the lead of his Medinet Habu inscriptions12 in calling these invaders the Peoples of the Sea. They include this highly relevant passage: "The foreign countries made a conspiracy in their islands. Removed and scattered in the fray were the lands at one time. No land could stand before their arms from Hatti, Qadi, Carchemish, Arzawa, and Alashia on, (but they were) cut off at [one time]. A camp was set up in one place in Amurru. They desolated its people, and its land was like that which has never come into being. They were coming, while the flame was prepared before them, forward toward Ewir-Sharruma worries about the two thousand horses (alpm 3'swm) which the king entrusted to him. He would be glad to deliver them to whomever the king would send for that purpose. Two thousand horses is a very impressive number, corresponding to a thousand chariots. In the Amarna Age, the forces of the small city-kings of Phoenicia and Palestine were rarely larger than thirty or fifty chariots. Only much later, in the ninth century B.c., could the more important rulers of Syria muster greater numbers of chariots and cavalrymen. The most important thing we learn from this letter is that the enemy had already crossed the Amanus and was now in Mukish-immediately north of Ugarit. The only enemy to whom this could possibly refer is the Peoples of the Sea. We 
